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Castles in the Air is a beautifully written, autobiographical story of rescuing an ancient mansion.

Gwydir Castle was inhabited by ravers and rats until Judy Corbett and her husband Peter Welford

found and acquired this 500-year-old house mouldering in the foothills of Snowdonia. Despite the

toads, strange smells and squatters, they decided to mortgage themselves to the hilt to bring the

castle back to life.This is an evocatively written and genuinely moving book and is infused with an

extraordinary sense of place. The couple's adventures in a gothic wonderland lead them through

plots both supernatural and historical. In a museum storeroom in a Bronx warehouse they find a

missing room, in the castle's Solar Tower the ghost of a young woman appears and from the far

edges of the woods a silent man called Sven emerges to befriend the couple and their beloved

castle.
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In northern Wales, 11 miles south of Conwy and 4 miles north of Betws-y-coed, across the bridge

from the village of Llanrwst, on the floodplain between the River Conwy and the B5106 road, lies

Gwydir Castle, the ancestral home of the Wynn family. Largely of 16th century construction, it's

actually what remains of a more extensive Tudor courtyard manor house, and is the finest example

of such in Wales.Peter Welford and Judy Corbett, an architectural historian and a bookbinder

respectively, pooled their meager life savings and a substantial bank loan to buy the place in the

early 1990s. CASTLES IN THE AIR by Corbett is the utterly charming story of the pair's labors to

restore Gwydir from its abysmally ruinous condition at purchase to something resembling its former

glory.The book offers a little something for everyone. There are the restoration adventures, of



course, and also romance; Peter and Judy subsequently marry in an ancient chapel on a nearby

hilltop. There's a fairly convincing supernatural ingredient that involves Peter being the unfortunate

focus of animosity coming from the ghost of Lady Margaret Cave, a 17th century mistress of the

manor, which resulted in his being struck on the head with a spade. There's hidden treasure, in this

case the original carved wooden paneling stripped in totality from the dining room and auctioned off

as a single lot in 1921 to (as it turned out) the American millionaire William Randolph Hearst, and

later bequeathed to New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, which still had it stored in the original

packing crates in a warehouse on the rough side of town.
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